Radiation-induced angiosarcoma after mastectomy and TRAM flap breast reconstruction.
Radiation-induced angiosarcoma of the breast is being reported with increasing frequency as a result of the increased use of radiation therapy in conjunction with breast conservation surgery. However, this entity has not been well documented in patients undergoing mastectomy. The authors present a case of angiosarcoma occurring in a patient 6 years after undergoing mastectomy for invasive duct carcinoma with immediate transverse rectus abdominis musculocutaneous flap reconstruction followed by postoperative radiation therapy. The diagnosis of angiosarcoma was made by skin biopsy performed by the patient's reconstructive surgeon on routine follow-up examination. This is the first reported case of postradiation angiosarcoma occurring in a postmastectomy breast reconstructed with autogenous tissue and it is unusual in that the cancer invaded the musculocutaneous flap. Diagnosis and management recommendations for radiation-induced angiosarcoma are discussed.